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MOMENT IN THE SUN
Scratch and

Hugo’s the boss, so perhaps he can
improve Venezuela’s crude service

Vinci Coded out already.
if you don't fancy a trip to
the cinema tonright, you
can always stay In for the
Eurovision Song Contest,
Athens: douze points!
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WHAT kind of a country is
home o someone such as
Hugo Chivez — he of the red
berel, friend of Ken Living-
stone, foe of Tony Blair (“Hit-
ler's ally™). his wallet bulging
with petrodollars?

The Veneruelan President,
who visited London  last
wieek, s certainly enjoving
huge intermational interest.

In tourism terms, however,
his country is nol,

During the six vears [ lived
in Venezuela in the lale Nine-
ties, as well as on subsequent
visits, | never ceased to be
amazed by the natural beausty

- and sheer diversity — of
the country. You can go from
Cardbbean beach to Andean
mountain top, with a bit of
jungle and even the odd samd
dune thrown in It's worth
heading there just o sec the
Angel Falls, the highest in the
world, and the myvsterious fMat-
lopped mountains thal  in-
spirdd  Sir Arthur Conan
Dovie's The Losd World. There
are also huge plains known as
los lanos — haunts of croco-
diles and the i member
of the rodent family, the chigu-
ire — the Orinoco Delta with
its indigenous people and the
beaches on the archipelago of

Los Rogues thal are belter
than those of the Caritbhean
So why aren’l we all visiling
the country? There has been
no direct scheduled service
since BA pulled oml a few
years ago, And, ves, crime ks
bad in the capital, Camcas
But the main reason is that
Veneruela is so focused on ol
that it hasnl peeded Lo tum
its allention to what is still a
fedgeling tourism indusdry
When your country has the
largest odl reserves oulside the
Middle East there is little in-
centive Lo invest in tounsm in-
frastructure or 1o develop the
service mentality so neoessany
in the catering industry,
MNobody can put a figure on
the number of UK tourdsts
who go to Vencruela, indud-
ing the embassy (The figures
aren’l available™) and the con-
sulate (“you necd to wnte o

us ). That kind of attitude is
typical of the Governmenl's ap-
parent lack of interest in lowr-
ism, somcthing travel compa-
nics bemoan. Joumev Latin
America  says - thal  queality
hotels are thin on the ground,
while Sunvil Lalin America
poinls o the “lackadasical ser-
viee and cxpensive internal
flights”, Director Lioyd Boutch-
er sabd “Al the moment | led
frustrided  with  Vencmuela
because unless they take the
focus off oil and take tourism
seriously, il is going lo be an
uphil]l battle,”

It's nod all bad. John Thirthe,
director of the specialist travel
company Geodyssey, said that
he recently found a posada in
Mérida that looked as if it had
comee out of the pages of Wall-

magazine (Casa Sol in
érida, www posadacasasol
com), But places such as this

are still the exception. If you
wanl stunning vistas and n
range ol experiences in one
holiday, go lo Vencrela Jusl
donl expect anvthing other
than the scenery Lo be five star,

CLIMATE
COST

Ench week, Times Treved pays
Climate Care a fen that

THIS WEEK, WE
SENT WRITERS TO

Costa Rica £36.561
Norway £5.00
Northemn lreland  £5.00
Sardinla £15.00
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Total £61.51

e T LA BT




