Oh he is, he is an Englishman

Wooing in India,
lan Shearer found
that it helps

to look like the
very model of

a gentleman

TO CELEBRATE my

graduation, I had embarked

on a trip around India.

Suffocating in the

smothering heat of New Delhi, I
caught the night bus up to the
cooler air of Manali, in the foothills
of the Himalayas. I met Cheryl
(English only in name, Indian by
birth) on my first night.

She flicked back her hair with a
well-manicured hand and that was
it. | moved through the smoky bar
towards her, and the smile she
flashed was full of subtle desire that
disappeared instantly when her
elder brother gave us a quizzical
glance. Hurriedly, I introduced
myself and offered to buy them a
drink. “Thank you, you’re a
gentleman,” the brother replied.
With my eye on his sister, I assured
him that [ was.

We spent the next two days
together, and by “we” I mean the

three of us, her brother always at
our side. My patience with this
antiquated situation was rewarded
on the third day when, while
walking down the street, I finally got
to hold her hand. Unfortunately,
Cheryl’s father, Pradeep, was also
walking down the street — towards
us. Cheryl snatched back her hand
and hid it beneath her jumper, like
an offending object. She spent the
rest of the day worrying about her
father’s disapproval.

That evening, I offered to go and
reassure him myself. “That would
be a good idea,” she said eagerly.
“Go soon. Go for breakfast.”

At six the following morning, the
sun still hadn’t risen over the
ice-tipped mountains and the light
was blue. The automatic gates to
Pradeep’s house opened. If he was
surprised to see me there, he didn’t
show it. In fact, he rather seemed to
admire my initiative.

In the marble hallway, I delivered
my speech — about how what he’d
witnessed was simply a show of
respectful friendship. His face broke
into a teary-eyed grin; he ordered a
sumptuous breakfast and, his arm
round my shoulders, led me to dine.

During the lengthy meal, he
hinted at a more permanent liaison
between Cheryl and me, before
eventually offering to sell me a
house for a mere £1,000. “You can
let it,” he told me with a shrug.

“I know what it is to be a student.”
He wouldn’t let me leave until I'd
accepted his offer. Bewildered, I
headed back to Manali — and the
ménage a 1rois.

The following evening, having
agreed to a camping trip, I found
myself sharing a tent with Cheryl’s
brother, as she slept next door. |
was woken at about 1am by the
sound of the zipper slowly opening
and Cheryl whispering my name. As
her brother snored soundly, I eased
myself out of our tent and slipped
into hers, with every intention of
sticking strictly to cuddling. But
Cheryl had other ideas.

[ left Manali a few days later,
waved off by Cheryl and Pradeep —
both cheerfully anticipating my
return. I tried to appease my
conscience by remembering that [
had managed to turn down
Pradeep’s offer of a house,
and without offence. In that
matter, at least, [ remained an
honourable Englishman.

00D GEAR

By Jonathan Futrell

FLEXIBLE
TRIPOD

Mini camera tripods are nothing
new, but the tough Gorillapod
has flexible legs that will wrap
around almost anything — trees,
posts, rocks, you name it. And it
weighs in at only 45g.

Price: £20. Stockist: 01628
674411, www.intro2020.co.uk

CYCLING
WATCH

Seven times Tour de
France winner Lance
Armstrong’s Oregon
watch for Nike has a
leather strap and a
recessed LCD screen to
protect it from knocks.
Features include a
hydration alarm and an
interval timer.

Price: £140. Stockist:
0870 700 0988,
www.niketiming.com

ANTI-MOSSIE
MATERIAL

A new way to ward off
mosquitoes, Arnywear
fabric releases a vapour
to create a “no-bite
zone” of 50cm around
it. It’s effective for three
hours — reactivate it by
rubbing — and can be
washed 15 times
without losing its
potency. It’s available in
three sizes: use itas a
scarf, a sarong or even
a bedspread.

Price: £8-£20
Stockist:

0845 070 8090,
www.boots.co.uk

WALKING
SANDALS

The Dozer is a hybrid performance
shoe, midway between a sandal

. and a trainer. It offers grip and

- support for long hikes, with all the
ventilation you’ll need in summer.
Price: £55. Stockist: 01475
746000, www.teva.co.uk

You get much more out of your foreign
trips if you speak a little of the local
language. Leave it to The Sunday
Times to give you a helping hand, with
a free language CD for every reader.

Choose a free French or German CD,
and improve your language skills in
your car, while you commute or while
relaxing at home. Send just £1.97 to
cover postage, or an SAE, stamped to
the value of £1.29.

As well as your free CD, you can order
five other Collins titles at a great
discount. Snap up Speak French,
Speak Spanish or Speak Italian.

Or, if you're heading for the World Cup,
go for the Easy German CD and Phrase
Book or the German Easy Learning
Dictionary.

If you order additional titles, you can
call the hotline on:

01206 307 999

Lines open weekdays, 9am-5pm.
Please quote ‘AUD-STIM-28/05" *
Free CD only’ orders must be made by post.

L Collins

German
CD

YOUR FREE COLLINS LANGUAGE CD

With hundreds of useful phrases and everyday vocabulary, plus
travel tips, a pronunciation guide and much more, your free CD will
help you brush up on your French or German before you travel.

Speak French. Book and two CDs. £9.95 (rrp £12.99)
Speak Spanish. Book and two CDs. £9.95 (rrp £12.99)
Speak Italian. Book and two CDs. £9.95 (rrp £12.99)
Easy German CD and Phrase Book. £7.95 (rrp £10.99)
Easy Learning German Dictionary. £5.95 (rrp £7.99) .

The Sunday Times Language CDs order form

FREE LANGUAGE CD

Plus great savings on a range of Collins titles

Complete the coupon in BLOCK capitals and send it with payment, to
The Sunday Times French or German CD Offer, PO Box 5553, Brightlingsea, Essex, CO7 OFB.

mr[ ] MrsD MissD MSD (010117 SO

First name Surname.

Address

Postcode DOB

Day telephone Mobile*

E-mail*
Please send me my free French (AUD-V6) D or German (AUD-V7) D CD only. (Tick one box). | enclose:

A 10 x 8-inch padded sae, stamped to the value of £1.29
A cheque for £1.97 payable to Stour Valley Offers D Please mark your envelope FREE CD ONLY.

Speak Italian £9.95 (AUD-V1) L]
Easy German CD and Phrase Book £7.95 (AUD-V8) D
German Easy Learning Dictionary £5.95 (BK-DV3) D

Or, please send me my free CD, plus:
Speak French £9.95 (AUD-v2) []
Speak Spanish £9.95 (AUD-V3) L]

TOTAL
Payment method (Payment accepted in Sterling only. Please tick the appropriate box):

Please add £2.45 postage and

D | enclose a cheque for the full amount. (Please make your cheque payable to Stour Valley Offers)
L] Please debit my credit/debit card with the above amount. My card number is:

AN NN e,

Card type: MasterCard D Visa D Delta D Switch/Maestro D
Start date (if available): .......c... / cveueeeeeee. EXPIry date: wcevececvecceee / v 1SSUE NO (SWitCh ONIY): oo

Name on card Cardholder’s signature

0n which days do you buy The Times? 1[_Imon 2[_JTue 3L Jwed 417hu 5[ Fi6[Jsat o] never
How often do you buy The Sunday Times? 1 D Never 2 D 1-2 times/month 3 D 3-4 times/month

*By supplying your e-mail address and mobile number you are happy to receive offers via e-mail/SMS from or in association with Times
Newspapers Limited. Times Newspapers Limited directly (or via its agents) may mail or phoneﬂ)u about new promotions, products and
services. Tick if you don't want to receive these from us or carefully selected companies (see our privacy policy at www.nidp.com)

Open to UK residents only. Free CD only offer ends June 9, 2006. All other offers end July 21, 2006. Allow 28 days from receipt of order

for delivery. 1 free CD per household. One free application per envelope. Subject to availability. If an item is unavailable we reserve the right !

to substitute a comparable product of at least equivalent value. Refunds only given for faulty or damaged goods. AUD-STIM-28/05 X4657




